
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 
 

Grade/Course Grade Twelve / English IV 
Unit of Study Unit Three: Reading Informational Text / Writing Argumentative 

Essays 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 
 

Unit Overview 
 

In Unit Three, students will focus on reading informational text and 
writing about informational texts. By the completion of the unit, 

students will have a better understanding of how to examine an 
informational text to determine how an author develops a complex 
analysis through the interaction and building of key ideas. They will 

also consider how writers effectively use rhetoric to convey a 
particular point of view or purpose. 

 
Additionally, students will practice writing arguments to support their 
claims about important topics, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence.  The unit will culminate in a final performance 
task, which asks students to compose a research-based 

argumentative essay, applying the skills taught over the course of the 
unit. This piece satisfies a core requirement of the district student-
writing portfolio. (W.CCR.1) 

 
 

UNIT THREE STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Informational Text 
RI.12.1  Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via discussion, 

written response, etc.) to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as  inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

RI.12.2  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their   
  development over the course of the text, including how they interact and  
  build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective  
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  summary of the text. 
RI.12.3  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how  
  specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course  
  of the text. 
RI.12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,  
  including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an  
  author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course 
  of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
RI.12.6  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the  
  rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute 
  to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 
Writing 
W.12.1  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or  
  texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence.  
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented.  

W.12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
  and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Informational Text 
 
RI.12.5  Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in   
  his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes   
  points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
RI.12.8   Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global texts, including 

 the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in 
U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, 
and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses). 
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Reading Literature 
 
RL.12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connects to support 

 analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their  
  development over the course of the text, including how they interact and  
  build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective   
  summary of the text. 
RL.12.3          Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and  
            relate elements of a story or drama (e.g. where a story is set, how the 
            action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text,  
  including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of  
  specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple  
  meanings or  language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g.  

Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
 
 
Writing 
W.12.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,   
  rewriting, or trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or  

APA Style),  focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience 

W.12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update writing 
 products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

W.12.8  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources,  
  using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
  source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 
  text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance 
  on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style 

 Manuals). 
W.12.9b Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
  evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of   
  constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court  
  Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments 
  in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”). 
W.12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and  
  revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of  
  tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research 
on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned exchange of ideas. 
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b. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, 
set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student-developed rubrics), and establish 
individual roles as needed.  
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.  
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation 
or complete the task.  

SL.12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
 visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and 
solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data.  

SL.12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,  
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone used.  

SL.12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
 The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and   
audience.  

SL.12.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal  
English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
 
Language 
L.12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

 writing or speaking.  
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, 
and is sometimes contested.  

L.12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,  
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
a. Observe hyphenation conventions.  
b. Spell correctly.  

L.12.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading,writing, speaking or listening.  

a. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts 
when reading.  

L.12.4 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and  
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.  
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).  
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.  
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary)  
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L.12.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings.  

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role 
in the text.  
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.  

L.12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
 

“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.12.1           Accurately CITE strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via discussion, written  

response, etc. to SUPPORT analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as  
inferentially, including DETERMINING where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
  

                
RI.12.2           DETERMINE two or more central ideas of a text and ANALYZE their  
                      development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; PROVIDE an 
                      objective summary of the text. 
  
RI.12.6         DETERMINE an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the   
          rhetoric is particularly effective, ANALYZING how style and content    
          contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 
Writing 
W.12.1           WRITE arguments to SUPPORT claims in an analysis of substantive 
                      topics or texts, USING valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient  
                      evidence. 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 

POWER STANDARD: RI.12.1 

 CITE 
 

 

 SUPPORT 
 

 
 

 

 DETERMINING  

 strong and thorough 
textual evidence 

accurately 

 analysis of what the text 
says 

o explicitly 
o inferentially 

 

 where the text leaves 
matters uncertain 

 
 

3 

 
 

Students Can: 

 Draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that 
goes beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 

 Determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what 

happens next. 

 Support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

 Synthesize evidence from throughout the text to best support my conclusions. 

 Explain the relationship between my analysis/inference/conclusion and my 

textual evidence. 

POWER STANDARD: RI.12.2 

 DETERMINE 

 
 

 ANALYZE 
 
 

 
 

 PROVIDE 

 two or more central ideas of 

a text 
 

 development 

 how they interact  
to provide a complex 

analysis 
 

  an objective summary 

2 

 
 
 

 
3 

 

Students Can: 

 Analyze development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence 
from the text as support. 

 Synthesize the analysis of the major ideas within a text in order to compare the 
complexity and depth of each idea. 

 Summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

 Use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of 
texts (e.g., purpose, central idea). 
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POWER STANDARD: RI.12.6 

 DETERMINE 
 

 

 ANALYZING 

 An author’s point of view 
or purpose in a text in 

which rhetoric is effective 

 How style and content 

contribute to: 
o Power 
o Persuasiveness 

o Beauty  

 
 

 
3 
 
 

 

Students Can: 

 Analyze how an author uses rhetoric to develop a point of view or purpose. 

 Analyze and evaluate effective rhetorical devices used by an author to support a 

point of view or purpose. 

 Analyze and evaluate how style and content work together to advance the ideas 

in a text. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of an author's use of rhetoric and how it contributes to 

the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

 
 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.12.1 

 WRITE 
 

 SUPPORT 
 

 

 USING 

 Arguments  
 

 claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts,  
 

 Valid reasoning 

 Relevant and sufficient 
evidence  

 
 

 
 

3 

 

Students Know: 

 An argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or 

conclusion is based on reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic 
or text. 

 A claim is a debatable thesis - something on which people could have differing 
opinions. 

 An analysis is an examination of a complex topic or issue. 

 The effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning and appropriate 
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 Unit Vocabulary Terms 
 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 Analyze 

 Argument 

 Central ideas 

 Claim 

 Counterclaim 

 Explicitly 

 Inferences 

 Interact 

 Objective Summary 

 Relevant 

 Substantive 

 Sufficient 

 Textual evidence 

 Valid 
 

 

 Argument 

 Audience 

 Author’s point of view 

 Authoritative sources 

 Beauty of text 

 Connotative meaning 

 Constitutional principles 

 Contested usage 

 Delineate 

 Determine 

 Develop 

 Etymology 

 Figurative meaning 

 Hyperbole 

 Hyphenation 

 Legal reasoning 

 Nuances 

 Overreliance 

 Paradox 

 Persuasiveness 

 Plagiarism 

 Power 

 Premise 

 Public advocacy 

evidence. 

Students Can: 

 Establish precise, knowledgeable claims that demonstrate a thorough analysis of 
a topic or text. 

 Structure arguments logically and thoroughly using relevant evidence. 

 Interpret, apply evidence, and establish significance to support claims. 

 Anticipate the knowledge, concerns, values, and biases of the audience. 

 Structure arguments logically by sequencing claims, counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.  
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 Purpose 

 Refine 

 Rhetoric 

 Seminal  

 Sequence of events 

 Stance 

 Style 

 Syntax 

 Technical meaning 

 
 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

How do strong textual citations help 

support analysis of a text? 
 

 
 
 

How do you make and support a strong 
argument? 

Strong textual citations help support text 

analysis through understanding of what is 
stated as well as inferences coming from 

the text. 
 
 

You can build a strong argument by using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence to support significant claims. 
 

 

District Assessments 
 

 
 

Unit 3 Pre-Assessment 

 
 

 
ELA Grade 12 Common Assessment  

 

(See district assessment calendar) 
 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Engaging Learning  
Scenario 

 

Is there anybody out there?  Our science department wants to hear what high school 
seniors think about the claim that there may be life on other planets.  And no, we are not 
necessarily speaking of “little green men”, although that may be a possibility.  Your goal is 

to inform yourself about the research and evidence that relates to the existence of life out 
there in space and then develop a claim based on what you have learned. Are we all that 

there is?  Do little microbes and bacteria count as “life”?  Or are there full-fledged aliens 
out there, waiting to zap us into oblivion?  You do the research and you decide. 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 
 

 

Task 1:  Socratic Seminar about possible life on other planets. 
 

Task 2:  Read an article on the probability of life in other solar systems. Provide a 
summary and analysis of the article.   
 

Task 3:  Research the angle you wish to take for your report.  Use the SQ3R diagram to 
help organize your information.  

 
Task 4:  Write an essay stating a claim/claims regarding life on other planets.   

 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards: RI.12.1, RI.12.2 

Additional Standards: RI.12.4, SL.12.1, SL.12.4 
 

Task 1 Detailed: Socratic Seminar on the possibility of life on other planets. 

 In preparation for the Socratic Seminar, read this article: 

https://newsela.com/articles/earthlike-planet/id/3528/  
or a different article that your teacher has assigned. Compose at least two thought-
provoking questions based on your reading.  

 Participate in the discussion by posing questions, answering questions, or 
responding to other students’ comments. 

 Write an “exit ticket” evaluating the seminar and recording one concept or fact you 
learned. 

https://newsela.com/articles/earthlike-planet/id/3528/
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Key: 
4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 
2 – Approaching the Standards 
1 – Below Standards 

 

Performance Task #1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 

 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 
 Meets all 

“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

. 
 Propels the 

discussion by: 
probing 
reasoning and 

evidence; 
clarifying, 

verifying, or 
challenging 
ideas and 

conclusions; 
promoting 

divergent and 
creative 
perspectives 

 

 Prepares two 
thought-
provoking 

questions 
based on the 

assigned article. 
 Observes the 

rules and 

conduct of the 
Socratic 

Seminar. 
 Actively and 

effectively 

participates in 
the seminar, 

asking and 
responding to 
questions at 

least three 
times. 

 Refers to 
evidence from 
text(s) to 

support or 
question ideas 

 Completes an 
exit ticket by 
both evaluating 

the seminar and 
recording one 

fact or concept 
learned.  

 

 Meets _4__ 
of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets 
fewer than 
_4_ of the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 
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Performance Task # 2 

In Detail 

Power Standards: RI.12.1, RI.12.2, RI.12.6, W.12.1 

Additional Standards: W.12.4, W.12.7, W.12.9, W.12.10 
 
Task 2 Detailed: Read an article on the probability of life in other solar systems. Provide a 

summary and analysis of the article. 
 

 Read an article on the probability of life in other solar systems from a book, 
magazine, journal, or newspaper.  You may find a hard copy of the article or access 
a database, such as http://search.ebscohost.com in order to find one online.  

 Copy or print the article so you can bring it to class. The article should show 
evidence of active reading; it should have important points highlighted and should 

have some annotations.  

 Write a response to the article that includes: 

o an objective summary of the article. 
o an analysis of the development of two or more central ideas in the article, 

including how they interact and build on one another. 

o a determination of  the author’s point of view or purpose 
o textual evidence to support your ideas 

 
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 
RST.11- 12.1 Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of science and 

technical texts, attending to important 
distinctions the author makes and to any 

gaps or inconsistencies in the account. 
(HS-ESS1-1),(HS-ESS1-2) 
 

 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

   Teamwork and Collaboration 

x  Initiative and Leadership 
x  Curiosity and Imagination 

x  Innovation and Creativity  
x  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
x  Flexibility and Adaptability 

x  Effective Oral and Written Communication 
x  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
 

http://search.ebscohost.com/
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 
 

1 

All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

  Analyzes how 
style and 

content 
contribute to 

the power or 
persuasiveness 
of the article. 

 

 Submits  an 

article on the 
probability of 
life in other 

solar systems, 
highlighted 

and annotated   
 Provides an 

objective 

summary of 
the article 

 Analyzes the 
development 
of two or more 

central ideas 
in the article 

 Discusses 
how the 
central ideas 

interact and 
build on one 

another 
 Determines 

the author’s 

point of view 
or purpose 

 Provides 
textual 
evidence to 

support ideas. 
 

 Meets 

_4_of the 
Proficient 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than _4_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 

re-teaching 
 Comments:  

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

RST.11- 12.1 Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of science and 

technical texts, attending to important 
distinctions the author makes and to any 

gaps or inconsistencies in the account. 
(HS-ESS1-1),(HS-ESS1-2) 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑  Teamwork and Collaboration 
 X  Initiative and Leadership 

❑  Curiosity and Imagination 
 X  Innovation and Creativity  
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  X  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
❑  Flexibility and Adaptability 
 X  Effective Oral and Written Communication 

 X  Accessing and Analyzing Information 
❑ Other 

 
 

Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.12.1, RI.12.2, W.12.1 

Additional Standards: W.12.7, W.12.9, W.12.10 

 
Task 3 Detailed:   

 
1) Conduct research about the possibility of life on other planets.  You will find many 

conflicting views about this. Be sure to find solid research on the point of view or 

angle you wish to take. (Some possibilities: there is NO life; there is some form of 
life; there are full-fledged extraterrestrial civilizations)  Be sure to use scholarly 

reports and articles from credible sources.   
 

2) Complete an SQ3R graphic organizer for each source you use. 

 When conducting research, use at least four sources.  Include at least one 
journal article and one book. 

 Use www.noodletools.com  or another bibliography generator to create and 
print an annotated bibliography using MLA format. 

 Fill out the SQ3R form to help you to organize and analyze your information 
on each article. 
 

3) Summarize your findings. Be sure to: 

 include the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete 

details, or other appropriate information  

 use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 

 establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.noodletools.com/
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

All “Proficient” 

criteria, plus: 

  includes 
formatting 

and graphics 
in the 

summary 
reports 
 

 Submits an 

annotated 
bibliography in 
correct MLA format 

that 
includes four 

sources, including 
a book and a 
journal article 

 Completes four 
SQ3R graphic 

organizers – one 
for each source 

 Provides an 

objective summary 
of research 

findings 
 Selects the most 

significant and 

relevant facts, 
definitions, 

concrete details, 
quotes,  or other 
appropriate 

information  
 uses precise 

language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary 

 Establishes and 
maintains a formal 

style and objective 
tone  

 Meets _5_ 

of the 
Proficient 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than _5_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 

re-teaching 
 Comments:  

 

 
Key: 

4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2 – Approaching the Standards 
1 – Below the Standards 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.12.1, W.12.2 
 

Additional Standards: W.12.4, W.12.5, W.12.6, W.12.9, W.12.10, L.12.1, L.12.2 
 

 
Task 4 Detailed:  Use the writing process to publish an essay supporting a claim/claims 
about the existence of life on other planets.  Be sure to use the credible information you 

have found in order to support your claim(s). 
 

Compile the information you have collected from the previous tasks and draft an essay for 
your peers and teachers that meets the criteria of standard W.12.1 (see scoring guide for 
criteria). 

 After the drafts are completed, peer edit with another student.   

 Revise your essay and create a final, published piece. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

RST.11- 12.1 Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of science and 
technical texts, attending to important 

distinctions the author makes and to any 
gaps or inconsistencies in the account. 

(HS-ESS1-1),(HS-ESS1-2) 
 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

 X Initiative and Leadership 
 X Curiosity and Imagination 

 X Innovation and Creativity  
 X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

 X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

  creates a 
multimedia 

component to 
aid 

comprehension 
 

 Provides 

evidence of the 
writing process 
(drafts, 

revisions, 
conference 

notes, etc.) 
 Introduces 

precise, 

knowledgeable 
claim(s) and 

organizes 
claims, 
counterclaims, 

reasons, and 
evidence in a 

logical 
sequence. 

 develops claims 

and 
counterclaims 

fairly and 
thoroughly, 
supplying the 

most relevant 
evidence for 

each 
 uses words, 

phrases, 

clauses, and 
varied syntax to 

link the major 
sections of the 
text and clarify 

relationships 
 establishes and 

maintains a 
formal style and 
objective tone 

 provides a 

 Meets 

_5__ 
Proficient 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 

than _5_ 
Proficient 
criteria  

 Task to be 
repeated 

after re-
teaching. 

 Comments:   
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concluding 

statement that 
follows from and 

supports the 
argument 
presented. 

 Demonstrates 
command of 

standard 
English 
grammar, 

usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, 
and spelling 

 

 
 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 
x❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 
x❑ Summarizing and Note Taking 

x❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 
x❑ Homework and Practice 

x❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 
x❑ Cooperative Learning 
x❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

x❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 
x❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 
x❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 
x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 
x❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 
x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 
x❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 
❑ Other 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 

Standards Specific to Tasks #3 and #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Tasks #3 and #4 

WHST.9-12.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. (HS-ESS1-6); 

(HS-ESS2-7) 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

x❑ Initiative and Leadership 
x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 
x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 
x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 
❑ Other 
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Specially Designed Instruction for 

Special Education Students 

Strategies for English Language Learners 

 

 Additional time 

 Modified assignments appropriate to 

skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group work 

 Use of visuals or audio to enhance 
lessons 

 Scaffold information 

 Consistent checks for understanding 

(oral and written) 

 Peer mentors 

 Media presentations 

 Dialogues/Skits/Historical Readings 

 

 Allow extra response time 

 Cooperative learning groups 

 Building upon student’s prior 
knowledge 

 Questions and activities appropriate to 

student levels of English ability 

 Consistent checks for understanding 

(oral and written) 

 Visuals and graphic organizers 

 Connections to primary language and 
culture 

 Assignments modified on an individual 
and as-needed basis 

 Modified reading list 

 Vocabulary acquisition  

 

 

 

 

Differentiation Strategies 
(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

 
Additional Supports: 

 Small group instruction 

 Varied questioning strategies 

 Various organizers 

 One-on-one teacher assistance 

 Interest  learning center 

 Pair-Share activities 

 Enlist a student “Expert for the Day” 
 
Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 

 More challenging and creative work 

 Independent study with higher level 

concepts and skills 

 Use of primary source material only 

 
 

 

 Direct/ explicit instruction 

 Additional time 

 Assistive technology 

 Advance organizers 

 Accommodations for learning styles or 

multiple intelligences  

 Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 

 Modified instruction 

 Peer tutoring 

 Reassessment of lesson or teaching 
style 

 Apply Response to Intervention (RTI) 

methods 
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Standard: RI.12.1   
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Draw inferences 
from 
informational text 
to make and 
support an 
analysis that 
goes beyond the 
obvious by using 
strong and 
thorough 
evidence. 

Determine where 
the text leaves 
matters 
uncertain and be 
able to infer what 
happens next. 

Introduce students to the 
SQ3R reading strategy 
using the resources listed.  
 
While reading a text, stop 
periodically to share your 
thinking and model for 
students the  
SQ3R reading strategy. 

 
Before reading a text, have 
students Survey the text 
(SQ3R) and generate all 
possible ideas and themes.  

 
During reading stop 
periodically and ask 
students to utilize the 
SQ3R strategy sharing 
their questions, 
paraphrases, and 
summaries. Discuss 
students’ responses.  
.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
3 

http://www.studygs.net/texred2.htm 
(SQ3R explained as well as other 
reading, writing, and research 
strategies) 

 
http://www.une.edu/sites/default/files
/Reading-and-Annotating.pdf (slide 
presentation provides tips for 
reading scholarly articles, overview 
of the SQ3R reading strategy, and 
examples of annotated texts.   

 
 

 
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/boo
ks/bk506-5-Zwiers.pdf - Several fun 
activities to teach students how to 
make predictions and inferences.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts
/evidence/ (student friendly website 
from the University North Carolina 
describing the different types of 
evidence and how to evaluate 
evidence).  

 

Support my 
conclusions with 
explicit and 
implicit textual 
evidence. 

Work with students to 
generate ideas and gather 
evidence. Then develop 
with them criteria for 
evaluating and choosing 
the best evidence to 
include in their writing. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Lessons and Resources 

Grade Twelve 
Unit Three 
Power Standards RI.12.1, RI.12.2, RI.12.6, W.12.1 

http://www.studygs.net/texred2.htm
http://www.une.edu/sites/default/files/Reading-and-Annotating.pdf
http://www.une.edu/sites/default/files/Reading-and-Annotating.pdf
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/books/bk506-5-Zwiers.pdf
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/books/bk506-5-Zwiers.pdf
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/evidence/
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/evidence/
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Synthesize 
evidence from 
the text to best 
support 
conclusions. 

 
Have students work in 
groups to synthesize 
evidence to support their 
conclusions using their 
notes from the SQ3R 
reading strategy.  

 

4 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
http://writingcommons.org/index.php/
open-text/research-methods-
methodologies/integrate-
evidence/incorporate-
evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-
research-findings (explains what it 
means to synthesize research 
findings).  
 

Explain the 
relationship 
between 
analysis/inferenc
e/conclusion and 
textual evidence. 

Discuss with students how 
the SQ3R reading strategy 
will help them analyze, 
make inferences, and draw 
conclusions about the text.  

 

 
4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://writingcommons.org/index.php/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-research-findings
http://writingcommons.org/index.php/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-research-findings
http://writingcommons.org/index.php/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-research-findings
http://writingcommons.org/index.php/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-research-findings
http://writingcommons.org/index.php/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-research-findings
http://writingcommons.org/index.php/open-text/research-methods-methodologies/integrate-evidence/incorporate-evidence/1030-synthesizing-your-research-findings
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Standard: RI.12.2  
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the 
text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze 
development of 
multiple themes 
throughout the 
text, including 
evidence from 
the text as 
support. 

 

While reading, direct 
students to underline, label, 
or somehow code all the 
words, images, or other 
details related to the central 
ideas or themes throughout 
the text; then examine how 
their use evolves over the 
course of the text. 

 

 
 
3 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.corwin.com/upm-
data/57183_reading.pdf (Ideas and 
activities to facilitate implementing 
the Common Core standards). 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
(https://www.facinghistory.org/for-
educators/educator-
resources/teaching-
strategies/barometer-taking-stand-
contro (Fun interactive reading 
strategies).  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
http://www.corwin.com/upm-
data/57183_reading.pdf (Ideas and 
activities to facilitate implementing 
the Common Core standards). 

 

 

Synthesize the 
analysis of the 
major ideas 
within a text in 
order to compare 
the complexity 
and depth of 
each idea. 

Use the “Four Corners”  or 
“Barometer” strategy to 
stimulate discussion of the 
issue.  
Provide students with 
sentence frames: Early on 
the author says X about 
__________, and then 
suggests Y, finally arguing 
Z about __________ by the 
end. 

 

 
 
4 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Summarize the 
text using the 
central themes 
as well as 
supporting 
details. 

 

Use a range of 
textual evidence 
to support 
summaries and 
interpretations of 
texts (e.g., 
purpose, central 
idea). 

Have students practice 
summarizing various texts 
using different formats such 
as presentation slides, 
Tweets, lists, index cards 
with limits of 25 or 50 
words. 

 

 
Develop with students a 
continuum of importance of 
evidence in the text to help 
them learn to evaluate 
which details are most 
important to include in a 
summary. 

 
3 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
4 

http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/57183_reading.pdf
http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/57183_reading.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-contro
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-contro
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-contro
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-contro
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-contro
http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/57183_reading.pdf
http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/57183_reading.pdf
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Standard: RI.12.6  
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, 

analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  

Learning Targets Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze how an 
author uses 
rhetoric to develop 
a point of view or 
purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze and 
evaluate how style 
and content work 
together to 
advance the ideas 
in a text. 

 

Review with students the 
website listed in the 
resource which explains 
rhetorical devices and 
provides examples.  

 
Show students the short 
video from Shmoop 
defining ethos, pathos, and 
logos.  
 
Read various texts 
identifying the author’s 
point of view and analyzing 
how an author uses 
rhetoric to develop a point 
of view or purpose. 

 
 
Have students read 
various argumentative  
texts utilizing reading 
strategies such as 
reciprocal teaching, SQ3R, 
and annotating texts in 
order to help them with 
analyzing and evaluating 
how style and content work 
together to advance the 
ideas in the text.  

 

    

 

 
1 

 
 

 
 
1 

 

 
 

 
4 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
4 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 http://literarydevices.net/rhetoric/- 
examples of rhetoric from literature 
and everyday life.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
gf81d0YS58E (short interesting 
video from Shmoop defining ethos, 
pathos, and logos).  

 
http://www.space.com (science 
related articles and activities). 

 
http://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net
/media/assets/wgbh/nvfl/nvfl_doc_c
ollection/nvfl_doc_collection.pdf 
(Science-based activities from PBS 
that could be used to get students 
thinking about the topic in the 
Engaging Scenario).  

 
http://www.space.com/30360-the-
martian-movie-nasa-mars-
technology.html 

 
http://www.space.com/30360-the-
martian-movie-nasa-mars-
technology.html#ooid=5mZ3Yzdzp
NNfkddrmvfWVMYeyJb4E9aN 
(interesting two minute interview 
with Matt Damon about his role in 
the film the Martian and his love of 
science) 

 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/r
esources/lesson_images/lesson116
6/PersuasiveTechniques.pdf- 
(handout for students defining 
persuasive techniques in and 
practice exercise in identifying the 
type of technique used).  

http://literarydevices.net/rhetoric/-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gf81d0YS58E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gf81d0YS58E
http://www.space.com/
http://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/assets/wgbh/nvfl/nvfl_doc_collection/nvfl_doc_collection.pdf
http://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/assets/wgbh/nvfl/nvfl_doc_collection/nvfl_doc_collection.pdf
http://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/assets/wgbh/nvfl/nvfl_doc_collection/nvfl_doc_collection.pdf
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html#ooid=5mZ3YzdzpNNfkddrmvfWVMYeyJb4E9aN
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html#ooid=5mZ3YzdzpNNfkddrmvfWVMYeyJb4E9aN
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html#ooid=5mZ3YzdzpNNfkddrmvfWVMYeyJb4E9aN
http://www.space.com/30360-the-martian-movie-nasa-mars-technology.html#ooid=5mZ3YzdzpNNfkddrmvfWVMYeyJb4E9aN
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1166/PersuasiveTechniques.pdf-
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1166/PersuasiveTechniques.pdf-
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1166/PersuasiveTechniques.pdf-
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Analyze and 
evaluate effective 
rhetorical devices 
used by an author 
to support a point 
of view or purpose. 

Provide students with a 
copy of Persuasive 
Techniques in Advertising 
handout located in the 
resource column and 
review the types of 
techniques described in 
the handout.   

 
 
 

 
While reading various 
texts, have students 
evaluate the effectiveness 
of the rhetorical devices 
used by the author. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
1 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
4 

 
 
 

 
 

Suggested Articles  

 
"Searching for Life on Other 
Planets” 
http://atropos.as.arizona.edu/aiz/tea
ching/phil/a204/etlife/SciAm96.pdf  
 
“Harvard Professors Search for 
Alien Life” 
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2
011/12/2/harvard-professors-
search-for-aliens/ 

 

 
https://youtu.be/rFcCFEeOEeg 
A video (11 minutes) providing 
examples of the rhetorical devices 
ethos, pathos, and logos and how 
to recognize them in 
advertisements. (You may skip the 
first minute of the video). 

 
 

 

Evaluate the 
effectiveness of an 
author's use of 
rhetoric and how it 
contributes to the 
power, 
persuasiveness, or 
beauty of the text. 

Show the video listed in 
the resource and instruct 
the students to identify the 
types of rhetorical devices 
used.   

 
 

 
Have students evaluate 
the effectiveness of the 
wartime propaganda on 
pages 1274-1276 in 
McDougal Littell – British 
Literature.  
 

 
1 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
4 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://atropos.as.arizona.edu/aiz/teaching/phil/a204/etlife/SciAm96.pdf
http://atropos.as.arizona.edu/aiz/teaching/phil/a204/etlife/SciAm96.pdf
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/12/2/harvard-professors-search-for-aliens/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/12/2/harvard-professors-search-for-aliens/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/12/2/harvard-professors-search-for-aliens/
https://youtu.be/rFcCFEeOEeg
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Standard: W.12.1   
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or  texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Establish 
precise, 
knowledgeable 
claims that 
demonstrate a 
thorough 
analysis of a 
topic or text. 

Structure 
arguments 
logically and 
thoroughly using 
relevant 
evidence. 

 

Conduct the Tug for Truth 
activity listed in the 
resource to help students 
determine which side of the 
issue presented in the 
engaging scenario has the 
most compelling evidence.  

 
Conduct the SPAR 
(Spontaneous 
Argumentation) or Final 
Word activity listed in the 
resource to give students 
practice formulating logical 
arguments using relevant 
evidence 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
3 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/d
efault/files/Writing_Strategies.pdf 
(engaging reading and writing 
activities to help improve students’ 
research, writing and reading skills.  

 Tug of Truth p. 65 

 SPAR and Final Word  
(p. 58).  

 
Suggested Selections in McDougal 
Littell – British Literature 

Of Studies – Sir Francis Bacon, 
page 456 

Writing Workshop: Persuasive 
Essay, page 718; Persuasive 
Speech, page 725  
 

 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
(Online Writing Lab (OWL) at 
Purdue University provides 
extensive writing resources and 
instructional materials to assist 
students with writing. 

 
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/v
iew.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fww
w.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fau
to%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F560920
47%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Re
view_and_Editing_Sheet.doc (very 
detailed peer editing handout for 
persuasive writing). 

 
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/v
iew.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fme
ehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2

Interpret, apply 
evidence, and 
establish 
significance to 
support claims. 

Anticipate the 
knowledge, 
concerns, 
values, and 
biases of the 
audience. 

 

 
Show students different 
types of graphs, tables, 
and other options they 
might consider when 
incorporating information or 
data into their papers. 

 
Discuss with students the 
resources available on 
Purdue University’s Online 
Writing Lab listed in the 
resource column.  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
3 

 

 
 

Structure 
arguments 
logically by 
sequencing 
claims, 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 

Have students participate 
in peer editing: 

 
Instruct students to circle 
any words or phrases that 
are too informal and 
statements that are 

 
 
3 

 
 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/Writing_Strategies.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/Writing_Strategies.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fauto%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F56092047%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Review_and_Editing_Sheet.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fauto%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F56092047%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Review_and_Editing_Sheet.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fauto%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F56092047%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Review_and_Editing_Sheet.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fauto%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F56092047%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Review_and_Editing_Sheet.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fauto%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F56092047%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Review_and_Editing_Sheet.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schurzhs.org%2Fourpages%2Fauto%2F2010%2F3%2F2%2F56092047%2FPersuasive_Essay_Peer_Review_and_Editing_Sheet.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmeehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorksheet%2Band%2BInstructions.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmeehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorksheet%2Band%2BInstructions.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmeehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorksheet%2Band%2BInstructions.doc
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evidence. 

Establish and 
maintain a 
formal style and 
objective tone. 

 

subjective offering 
suggestions for 
improvement.  

1.  

2. Have students complete 
one of the peer editing 
handouts listed in the 
resource column or a peer 
editing sheet of your 
choice.   

  

 

 
 
3 

 

Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay
%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorkshee
t%2Band%2BInstructions.doc 
(succinct peer editing handout for 
argumentative writing).  

 
 

 

 
Additional Resources for 
Performance Tasks 

 

 

Newsela articles (lexile levels may be adjusted)  on the 
search for life on other planets: 

https://newsela.com/articles/#/category/science?needle
=life%20on%20other%20planets  
 

 
http://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/scientists-

find-life-frozen-antarctic-lake-180952439/ 
 
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-

nasa-looks-for-life-in-space-20-20140714-story.html 
 

 
Transcript of Stephen Hawking lecture “Life in the 
Universe” 

http://www.hawking.org.uk/life-in-the-universe.html  
 
 
http://earthguide.ucsd.edu/virtualmuseum/litu/10_3.shtml 
 
 
http://www.nasa.gov/vision/universe/starsgalaxies/search_lif
e_I.html 

 

 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmeehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorksheet%2Band%2BInstructions.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmeehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorksheet%2Band%2BInstructions.doc
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmeehanwiki.wikispaces.com%2Ffile%2Fview%2FArgumentative%2BEssay%2BPeer%2BEditing%2BWorksheet%2Band%2BInstructions.doc
https://newsela.com/articles/#/category/science?needle=life%20on%20other%20planets
https://newsela.com/articles/#/category/science?needle=life%20on%20other%20planets
http://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/scientists-find-life-frozen-antarctic-lake-180952439/
http://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/scientists-find-life-frozen-antarctic-lake-180952439/
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-nasa-looks-for-life-in-space-20-20140714-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-nasa-looks-for-life-in-space-20-20140714-story.html
http://www.hawking.org.uk/life-in-the-universe.html
http://earthguide.ucsd.edu/virtualmuseum/litu/10_3.shtml
http://www.nasa.gov/vision/universe/starsgalaxies/search_life_I.html
http://www.nasa.gov/vision/universe/starsgalaxies/search_life_I.html

